IMMMA Advocates
When it comes to how we interact with our
clients, everything matters.

WELCOME
IMMMA Advocates is one of the active law firms in the United Republic of Tanzania, with a multi-disciplinary
team of lawyers working on various areas of practice. Through our extensive experience as a Firm over
twenty-one years combined with individual lawyers’ long experience that spans over a period of twenty-four
years, we have established a strong market knowledge not only in Tanzania but also in the African continent.
We deliver legal services to a broad range of clients across numerous sectors.
We provide legal services to clients in banking and finance, private equity, energy, infrastructure, oil and gas,
mining and minerals, telecommunications, hospitality and leisure, insurance, Arbitration and dispute resolution
and Pro bono.

AWARDS & MARKET RECOGNITION
We continue to be recognized by international clients and directories;
■■ As the DLA Piper Africa member firm in Tanzania, we were recognized by the Financial Times with the
“Most Innovative Firm in Finance Law- 2012” award for the ground-breaking work on a US$ 3 billion
joint venture to develop an integrated coal mine, 600 MW thermal power station and iron ore mine at
Mchuchuma/ Liganga.
■■ Chambers Global (2018): Says “IMMMA Advocates is a member of the DLA Piper
Group known for its broad offering across legal disciplines. Particularly active in
the infrastructure, energy and financial services sectors, with notable experience
in PPPs and oil and gas contracts. Acts for public and private clients, including
banks, insurance companies and mining conglomerates, who recommend its work
in transactions, employment law and corporate litigation.”
■■ The firm is also recommended for its “multidisciplinary assistance” with “experts in
different areas who can advise on all elements of the transaction.”
■■ Clients praise the firm for its business-minded approach: “We got the feeling that they

OUR AREAS OF PRACTICE
BANKING AND FINANCE

(including Capital markets and Insurance)

We offer legal services in relation to various
financial products to our local and international
clients. The services cover syndicated lending, asset
finance, derivative products, trade and commodity
finance, insolvency and restructuring of nonperforming loans, regulatory compliance, mergers
and acquisitions, regulatory compliance, capital and
money markets.
A snapshot of our experience:
■■ Advised a syndicated of lenders comprised of
commercial banks and pension funds for the
provision of syndicated loan totalling United
State dollars two hundred fifty million (USD
250 million) equivalent to Tanzanian shillings
three hundred billion (TZS 300 billion) at the
ruling rate in August 30, 2007. This is so far the
largest locally financed syndication.
■■ Advised Standard Chartered Bank (Hong Kong)
in relation to the Independent Power Tanzania
Limited project financing of a 100 MW power
plant.
■■ Advised international lenders on the Gapco
receivership and enforcement of its security in
Tanzania.
■■ Advised various international lenders on the
financing of power projects in Tanzania.

OIL & GAS
We support clients in all aspects of the industry,
including in relation to upstream exploration,
extraction and production, mergers and acquisition
and finance transactions, midstream transportation,
storage facilities and trading operations. We have
a team of lawyers with the requisite experience
supported by our international partners well versed
in the sector.
■■ Advised the Federal Government of Somalia
on the preparation of modal Production
Sharing Agreement in oil and gas that ended
with the training of officials from the Federal
Government of Somalia.
■■ Appointed as lead counsel to an international
consortium in respect of US$2 billion project
for the establishment of an ammonia/urea
fertilizer plant.
■■ Advised Rakgas (an investment company of the
government of Ras Al Khaimah, UAE) on its JV
project to construct and operate a strategic gas
pipeline and infrastructure with government of
Tanzania, as well as all the financing.
■■ Advised the operator of the Tanzanian gas field
on its gas sale arrangements to the Tanzanian
NOC and advising on the implications of the
changing gas regulatory framework in Tanzania.
■■ Advised PUMA Energy on its acquisition of BP’s
downstream business in Tanzania.

ENERGY
We advise clients on all phases of projects, including
structuring, contract negotiation, regulatory compliance,
financing and post -financing matters such as
restructurings, acquisitions and dispositions. Our lawyers
have significant experience negotiating, drafting and
evaluating key project agreements such as concession
and implementation agreements; power sales, throughout
and other off taker agreements; EPC agreements; fuel
supply, transportation and other long- term supply
agreements; operating and maintenance contracts; and
service agreements.
A snapshot of our experience:
■■ Advised an international private power sponsor on
the development of a hydropower plant in Njombe
District.
■■ Advised a contractor of a power plant engaged to
construct the power plant for personal use by the
sponsor.
■■ Currently advising an international contractor
engaged to construct geothermal power plant in
Southern Tanzania.

INFRASTRUCTURE
Our infrastructure team is comprised of lawyers
with expertise in project and infrastructure finance
(including public-private partnership structures),
public finance, capital markets and tax. we advise
clients in a diverse range of sectors, including
transportation (railroads and ports) and telecoms.
A snapshot of our experience:
■■ Appointed as the lead counsel to the Government
of the United Republic of Tanzania through
the Tanzania Investment Centre to advise on
one of the largest port and special economic
zone projects in East Africa with an expected
investment of US$10 billion.
■■ As part of the international team, advised the
lenders (including Standard Chartered Bank,
Proparco, EKN and local DFIs) as local counsel
in connection with US$240 million financing of
MIC Tanzania Limited, a telecom operator in
Tanzania.
■■ Advised the Government of Tanzania in respect
of the USD3 billion Mchuchuma-Liganga project.
We represented the Government of Tanzania
through the National Development Corporation
on the project, which involved procuring a
sponsor to develop a coal mine power project
and an iron ore mine and smelter project in
South West Tanzania

PRIVATE EQUITY
Private Equity Funds investing in Tanzania is still at
the infancy stage. However, the trend shows that
equity funds are taking keen interest in Tanzania and
they target to expand in natural resources, energy,
consumer goods and agrarian business. We have
our share of providing legal services to some of the
notable private equity investors in Tanzania.
A snapshot of our experience:
■■ As part of a consortium of legal advisors covering
eight African jurisdictions, we advised on the
Tanzania part, a mobile commerce network
operator (comprising companies in more than
eight countries across Africa including Kenya,
Tanzania, Uganda, Nigeria, Ghana, Zimbabwe,
Malawi and Mauritius) regarding a private equity
investment from a Dutch investor by way of a
combination of debt and equity.
■■ Advised on the compliance with Tanzanian legal
regime to a private equity fund in Luxembourg,
investing in the east Africa countries.
■■ Advised Fanisi venture Capital fund on taxfficient structures for equity investments into
small and medium-sized enterprises in Tanzania.

MINING & MINERALS
Tanzania is well endowed in mineral resources and
the Firm is virtually acting for all big mining houses
operating in the country. The services provided
ranges from providing advisory services on
negotiating concessions, mining venture financing,
farming agreements, mining options agreements
and relocation transactions.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
The Firm has handled numerous transactions in this
sector, including financing arrangements, interconnection
agreements between different providers and regulatory
affairs involving cell phone providers and regulatory
authority concerning terminations rates and frequency
allocations. It has handled regulation affairs involving
the introduction of electronic money transfers through
mobile phones to majority of mobile phones company
operators.
A recent snapshots of our experience include:
■■ Advised various telecommunication operators
on the implication of the listing requirement
introduced by the Finance Act 2016
■■ Advised one of the leading cellular phone
operators on the implications of the new electronic
act and how it will affect the telecommunications
business in Tanzania.
■■ Prepared, reviewed and finally completed to advise
all leading cellular phone operators in the country
on the introduction of electronic money transfers
through their mobile networks

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION
& ARBITRATION
We have acted for both local and international
clients in commercial litigation and arbitration.
Disputes that we have acted for our clients involve
commercial disputes with the Government of
Tanzania through its various executive agencies,
represented our international and banking clients
in our courts including execution proceedings. We
believe that our role is to ensure that disputes are
dealt with efficiently and we aim to reduce the
uncertainties surrounding the process. We have a
team of experts in litigation and arbitration who
combine the resources from our group member
partners and associates to provide innovative
strategies and effective case management. For over
a period of twenty-one years, we have represented
and prosecuted hundreds of cases successfully for
and on behalf of our clients.

EMPLOYMENT & LABOUR
We offer employment and labour relations practices in Tanzania. Our team has ample experience in advising
employers on lawful termination procedures, the fundamental rights and protections afforded by employment
and labour laws, issues concerning workman’s compensation, social security payments, severance pay and other
terminal benefits, employment contracts, trade unions and collective agreements and retrenchment.

IMMIGRATION
We have vast experience in Immigration Law. Our
Immigration Team has experienced attorneys who
provide a broad range of services which include
Corporate Immigration, Private Client Immigration,
Compliance and Advisory, Consular and Visa
Services, Document Procurement and Legalization
as well as Government Relations. While processing
the necessary permits required for our foreign
clients, we act as general counsel for corporations
whereby we assist them in the procurement of the
relevant permits for their foreign employees.

TAX
Tax consulting as well as litigation involving tax
disputes are areas that the Firm handle. The Tax
Practice offers comprehensive and practical legal
advice on numerous tax matters including income
tax, customs and excise duty, VAT disputes, transfer
pricing issues and international taxation. The clients
range from local to international companies.

PRO BONO
We are committed to giving back to our communities.
We believe that we have a special responsibility to our
communities. Thus, we acknowledge such responsibility
and take it humbly and with honour.
Some of the Pro bono activities conducted by the Firm
include:
■■ Training Tanzanian Government Lawyers: New
Perimeter in collaboration with IMMMA Advocates
was invited by the Tanzania Office of the Attorney
General to provide two week-long pro bono
training courses on negotiations and international
arbitration to Tanzanian government lawyers.
■■ Tanzania Law School Teaching: Since 2010, DLA
Piper and IMMMA Advocates partnered with firm
client, General Electric (GE) on a legal drafting
teaching project at the Law School of Tanzania in
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The project was initiated
by DLA Piper UK in collaboration with IMMMA
Advocates after assessing interns that we used to
receive from the Law School and came up with this
Pro bono training that ran for four years, 2007 to
2011
■■ Our individual lawyers in the Firm continues to
hold dock briefs, receive and work on assignments
from the Tanganyika Law Society and the Judiciary.
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Associate
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Senior Partner
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JONATHAN WANGUBO

Partner
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Partner
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Partner
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Senior Associate
E rwazo@immma.co.tz

CAROLINE KIVUYO
Senior Associate
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Associate
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ASSOCIATES
VICTOR MWIJAGE
Associate
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Associate
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Associate
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OFFICES

HEAD OFFICE - DAR ES SALAAM
IMMMA HOUSE
PLOT No. 357
UNITED NATIONS ROAD
UPANGA
P.O. BOX 72484
DAR ES SALAAM
TANZANIA
T +255 (022) 2120469, 2120401, 2120483, 2111622
F +255 (022) 2111621, 2137765
E info@immma.co.tz

MWANZA OFFICE
IMMMA HOUSE
PLOT No. 173
BLOCK “D”
ISAMILO AREA
MWANZA
TANZANIA
T +255 (028) 2500854
F +255 (028) 2500977
E infomwanza@immma.co.tz

ZANZIBAR OFFICE
ZSTC INVESTMENT BUILDING
5TH FLOOR, KINAZINI
P.O. BOX 242
ZANZIBAR
T +255 (024) 22 34175
For more information, visit our website: www.immma.co.tz
IMMMA Advocates is a member of DLA Piper Africa, a Swiss Verein whose members are comprised of independent law firms in
Africa working with DLA Piper.
DLA Piper is a global law firm operating through various separate and distinct legal entities.
Further information on DLA Piper Africa can be found at www.dlapiper.com/africa.
This publication is intended as a general overview and discussion of the subjects dealt with and does not create a lawyer-client
relationship.
It is not intended to be, and should not be used as, a substitute for taking legal advice in any specific situation. IMMMA Advocates will
accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication. This may qualify as “Lawyer Advertising”
requiring notice in some jurisdictions. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
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